
WCLA Music Curriculum Overview 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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l) Vocabulary: pitch, beat 
Feel and demonstrate the beat 
Recognise and show 2 pitches – high and low 
Feel and demonstrate the beat in a song with rests 
Explore faster and slower beat keeping 

Vocabulary: rhythm 
Keep the beat during a rest 
Keep the beat in pairs 
More complex beat-keeping (multiple actions and 
trotting) 
Call and response (pitch matching) 
Keep the beat during a rest 
Recognise and show 3 pitches (high, middle and low) 
Start to tap the rhythm 
Practising tapping the rhythm 

Vocabulary: rest 
Feel and demonstrate the beat 
Solo singing/ improvise words and actions 
Visual representation of the beat 
Tap the beat on drawn heartbeats 
Practise consciously showing the rest 
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Work on beat and rhythm 
Recognise and show the pitch 
Recognise and demonstrate the rhythm 
Differentiate between beat and rhythm 
Walk and clap the beat simultaneously  
Recognise and show 3 pitches (high, middle and low) 
Show the pitch & visual representation of the pitch 
Pitch discernment: listening for pitch changes 
Singing games 
Visual representation of the beat 

Explore showing movement of the pitch 
Differentiate between beat and rhythm 
Work on beat and rhythm 
Perform beat and rhythm simultaneously 
Learn the new rest gesture 
Visual representation of the rhythm 
Visual representation of beat and rhythm 

Visual representation of beat and rhythm 
Revise various songs and rhymes 
Differentiate beat and rhythm 
Visual representation of rhythm and pitch (separately) 
Visual representation of the rhythm 
Learn solfa names and hand signs for so & mi, and rhythm names ta 
and ti-ti 
Practise so/mi solfa names and hand signs 
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) Vocabulary: stick notation, phrase 

Practise so/mi 
Perform beat and rhythm simultaneously 
Practise reading rhythms using rhythm names 
Read and write rhythms 
Explore faster/slower beat keeping 
Work at internalising 
 

Recognise and demonstrate simple phrasing 
Read and write rhythms 
Beat keeping/phrasing/written rhythms/ la-so-mi 
Read rhythms 
Revise known rhythm repertoire 
 

Explore faster/slower beat keeping 
Beat keeping/phrasing/written rhythms/ la-so-mi 
Work on pulse in songs with rests 
Preparing la 
Preparing la and reading rhythms 
Learn la solfa name and hand sign 
Practise new la solfa name and hand sign  
Learn notation for ta rest 
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Practise la/so/mi 
Practise la/so/mi (including singing from hand signs) 
Improvise rhythm patterns in a group 
Compare similar songs 
Learn the repeat sign for written notations 
Improvise rhythm patterns with a partner 
Practise la/so/mi and compare similar songs 
Walk beat and clap rhythm at the same time 
Ear training – identify simple melodies 

Vocabulary: tempo, canon 
Explore faster/slower beat keeping 
Work at internalising 
Explore varying the tempo 
Revise written rhythms 
Memorise a four-bar rhythm pattern 
Revise phrasing 
Phrasing in songs with uneven phrase lengths 
Pitch recognition 
Sing a simple song in canon 
 

Improvise words to a simple tune 
Recognise and identify s-ml-s=m’ “playground chant” motif 
Revise stick notation and repeat sign 
Prepare do 
Sing a longer, more complex song 
Perform clapped ostinato while singing 
Prepare do and perform as a singing piano (one pitch each) 
Revise hand signs and stick notation 
Learn do solfa name and hand sign 
Practise new do solfa name and hand sign 
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Pupils can assemble and look after their instrument and hold it 
correctly.  Pupils show an awareness of pitch, pulse/beat. They 
are learning to control pitch when singing and on their instrument 
and they can generally maintain a steady beat. In addition: 
Woodwind can change reeds. 
Brass can empty moisture using the water key. 
Pupils join in enthusiastically with all aspects of the lesson - 
singing, games, playing. 
Pupils show an awareness of the conductor. They watch when to 
start, try to keep together and know when to stop. 
Brass -pupils can produce a steady buzz and can clearly produce 
a note with the tongue. They can play 3 sequential pitches. They 
can control their fingering or the slide. 
Woodwind - pupils can produce a steady sound and can finger 3 
notes. 
Pupils can listen to a rhythmic call and response and reproduce it 
accurately on their instrument using appropriate techniques. 
Pupils show evidence of having practised their instrument which 
supports progress and highlights areas requiring development. 

Pupils show awareness of and can respond to different rhythm 
values - quavers, crotchets, minims. They can create/improvise 
a 2 bar rhythm only pattern either through clapping or on their 
instrument. 
Pupils continue to show enthusiasm and contribute 
ideas/answers in class. 
Pupils take part in a whole class performance and show pride in 
what they have achieved. They begin to show a sense of 
ensemble. 
Brass - pupils can focus more on articulation and quality of 
tone. They can move confidently around 3 notes and scalic 
pieces. They can vary their lips to reach higher notes.   They 
can control their breathing in order to sustain longer notes and 
may now be able to slur between neighbouring notes. 
Woodwind - pupils can use their tongue and begin to control 
their breathing in order to play longer phrases with a clearer 
sound. 
Pupils can perform and follow whole pieces of music of 8 bars 
or more using appropriate methods of learning e.g. from 
memory, notation. 
Pupils can demonstrate playing to the class any items that the 
teacher asks for or things that they have learnt themselves at 
home. 

Pupils can follow the notations used in 
their lessons and associate it with the 
correct instrumental fingering or they 
can remember more complex rhythm 
patterns/melodic phrases in the case of 
percussionists. 
Pupils co-operate with their peers and 
with staff. They willingly provide ideas 
when working in groups. 
Pupils make informed choices to help to 
improve class performances showing 
particular regard to dynamics and 
balance. 
Brass - Pupils show themselves to be 
strong and accurate performers of their 
part showing greater detail in 
articulation. They can move fluently 
between 5 notes with greater precision 
moving between intervals. They can use 
some chromatic notes and extra low 
notes. 
Woodwind -Pupils show themselves to be 
strong and accurate performers of their 
part showing greater detail in 
articulation. They can move fluently 
between 5 notes with greater precision 
moving between intervals. They can use 
some chromatic notes and extra low 
notes. 
Pupils are prepared to have a go at 
improvising phrases of more than 2 bars 
on their instrument. This should be of a 
rhythmic and melodic nature. Pupils should 
be able to slot this into a larger piece of 
music at the correct time. 
Pupils join in a performance at a major 
concert opportunity e.g. Halle and have 
performed confidently and willingly in 
performances at school or beyond. 
 

Pupils perform with increasing 
confidence either from 
memory or from given 
notation in different 
styles/genres. 
Pupils can take the lead in a 
group or within their 
instrumental section and they 
can maintain an individual 
part/solo when necessary. 
Pupils show an advanced 
understanding of what makes 
a high quality performance - 
accuracy of pitch and rhythm, 
balance, dynamics, tempo, 
tone, following conductor and 
each other - a strong sense 
of ensemble. 
Brass - Pupils develop more 
advanced instrumental skills 
e.g. extra notes up to an 
octave, control of note 
production and fluent 
fingering, faster articulation. 
Woodwind - Pupils develop 
more advanced instrumental 
skills e.g. extra notes up to an 
octave, control of note 
production and fluent 
fingering, articulation. 
Pupils contribute ideas to 
group/class compositions using 
the knowledge that they have 
gained of their instrument. 
They are sensitive to the 
ideas of others and are willing 
to refine their own work. 
Pupils show themselves to be 
self-motivated. Progress is 
obvious and pupils are playing 
music beyond that used in 
class. Pupils seek out other 
performance opportunities 
either in or out of school. 
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Compose music which includes 
melodies, rhythms and other 
sounds and record using self-
directed notation (C6)  
 Use music vocabulary to 
express personal opinions about 
a piece of music that they are 
constructing (L6)  
Explain how changes in 
performance affect the mood, 
character and sense of a piece 
of music (P6);  
 

To compose and record 
rhythms in extended time 
groups using a grid (C6)  
To maintain a part within a 
performance showing 
awareness of its contribution 
to the broader piece (P6)  
To explain and comment on 
individual and combinations of 
sounds and their expressive 
use in their own and others' 
music (URE6).  
 

To perform vocally 
with control and 
sensitivity (P7);  
To compose a piece of 
music suitable for a 
particular occasion 
(C7);  
To discuss the features 
of a piece of music 
which work together to 
reflect a particular 
mood or sense of 
occasion (URE7).  
 

 
 

 

To combine various 
instrument parts, including 
rhythm and melody, within a 
musical structure (C6);  
To maintain a part within a 
performance showing an 
awareness of its contribution 
to the broader piece (P6).  
 

To perform by ear and using forms of 
notation (P6)  
To explain how changes in performance 
affect the mood, character and sense of 
a piece of music (P6)  
 

To identify how specific 
sounds and music contribute 
to the impact of a piece and 
express personal opinions 
about these things (L6);  
To perform with control and 
sensitivity (P7);  
To compose within given 
structures for a particular 
purpose (C7);  
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To explain how different parts 
of a piece work together 
(URE7).  
Recognise syncopated rhythms 
based on codes (L7). Compose 
a melody from a given scale of 
notes (C7);  
Compose and play a melody 
with at least five different 
notes (C6).  
Compose in contrasting sections 
using a ternary form (C7)  
 

To perform with control and 
sensitivity, with some pupils 
leading and supporting others 
in the development of 
performance skills (P7)  
To compose parts for a group 
piece (C8);  
To listen to and comment on a 
wide range of genres and 
unusual styles of music using a 
broad musical vocabulary 
(L8);  
To evaluate musical choices in 
performance and composition 
and justify them in 
appropriate musical 
vocabulary (URE8).  
Demonstrate an ability to 
think widely about music and 
compare alternative 
viewpoints through discussion 
with others (URE8).  
Explain how different parts 
of a vocal piece work 
together to reflect a mood or 
sense of occasion (URE7).  
 

To compose a piece of music 
for a particular occasion (P7)  
Evaluate choices in 
composition and justify them 
in appropriate musical 
vocabulary (URE8).  
Identify how specific musical 
techniques and devices 
contribute to the impact of 
their piece of sound design 
(L7);  
 

Compose multiple layers of 
rhythm and melody (C8)  
Perform with control and 
sensitivity (P7);  
Use a pentatonic scale to 
create and play a melody for 
a tuned percussion instrument 
(C7)  
To lead and support others 
within in a musical 
performance (P7)  
To perform longer parts 
from memory that contribute 
to an intended outcome (P8);  
 

Compose a melody to match given lyrics 
(C7)  
To perform with control and sensitivity 
(P7)  
To perform longer parts from memory 
that contribute to an intended outcome 
(P8)  
To evaluate musical choices in 
performance and composition and justify 
them in appropriate musical vocabulary 
(URE8).  
 

To plan a performance to suit 
a given occasion, venue and 
purpose, explaining the 
effects achieved (P7);  
To understand how music and 
reflect a given occasion or 
context (L8);  
To evaluate choices for 
performance and composition 
and justify them in 
appropriate vocabulary 
(URE8).  
 

 


