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Admissions Policy for September 2020 
 

Wistaston Church Lane Academy is an Academy and member of The Learning For Life Partnership. The 

Governing Body is the admissions authority. The co-ordination of admission arrangements is undertaken by 

the Local Authority (Cheshire East Council). 

 

The admissions policy has been designed to comply with the Schools Admissions Code 2014 and all 

relevant legislation, including that on infant class sizes and equal opportunities. 

 

This policy is effective for all admissions from September 2020.  

 

Subject to the criteria set out below, children will be admitted in the September following their fourth 

birthday. The academy has an agreed admission number (the published admission number or PAN) of 60 

pupils for entry in reception. The academy will accordingly admit up to 60 pupils.  

 

Places will be allocated by the Governing Body on the basis of applications received through the Cheshire 

East admissions system. This allows parents/guardians to apply for entry to any Cheshire East primary 

school by means of the Cheshire East Primary School Common Application Form (CAF) available in the 

‘Applying for school Places’ document published by Cheshire East Council (CEC) and on-line via the CEC 

website at www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/admissions/admissions.aspx. The school will offer places on a 

full-time basis from the start of the Autumn Term. 

 

Where the Academy is oversubscribed the Governors, after children with Educational Health Care Plans, 

will prioritise applications from parents expressing a preference for the school, using the following criteria:  

 

1. ‘Looked after children’ and children who were previously ‘looked after’. A ‘looked after child’ is a child 

who is in the care of a local authority or being provided with accommodation by a local authority (as 

defined in section 22 of the Children Act 1989) at the time of making the application to school. Children 

previously ‘looked after’ are children who were looked after as defined above, but immediately after being 

‘looked after’ became subject to an adoption, child arrangements, or special guardianship order. An 

adoption order is an order under section 46 of the Adoption and Children act 2002. A child arrangements 

order is an order settling the arrangements to be made as to the person with whom the child is to live 

under section 8 of the Children Act 1989. Section 14A of the Children Act 1989 defines a ‘special 

guardianship order’ as an order appointing one or more individuals to be a child’s special guardian (or 

special guardians).  

 

2. Siblings - pupils with brothers or sisters step-brothers or step-sisters, foster brother or sisters, half-

brother or half-sisters, adopted brothers or adopted sisters living together as part of one household, 

already attending the preferred school (in years Reception through to Year Six) and expected to continue at 

the school in the following school year (i.e. at the time of admission)  

 

3. Children resident within the designated catchment area of the school - children will be classed within 

this criterion if they and their parents/carers are resident within the area served by the school.  

 

4. Children of staff at the school - Priority will be given to children of full-time members of staff who have 

been employed at the school for two or more years (at the time of application) and for new staff employed 

to fill a difficult to recruit position.  
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5. Pupils living nearest to the school – Pupils living nearest to the school measured using the National Land and 

Property Gazetteer (NLPG) which measures straight line distances in miles from the school’s coordinate point to the 

point of residence’s coordinate point. 

The school may need to ask for proof of address where it is unclear whether the child meets the published 

oversubscription criteria.  

 

Random allocation (coin toss) will be used as a tie-break in category ‘5’ above to decide who has the 

highest priority for admission if the distance between the two children’s homes and the school is the same. 

This process will be independently verified. 

 

Admission authorities may need to ask for proof of address where it is unclear whether a child meets the 

published oversubscription criteria. 

 

Where parents have shared responsibility for a child the place of residency will be determined as the 

address where the child lives for the majority of the week (e.g. where the child wakes up between Monday 

and Friday). Full details must be submitted in writing to enable the Local Authority to determine which 

address will be used for the purpose of admission. A panel of officers will consider the information 

provided. Where the Local Authority is unable to reach a decision based on the information received, e.g. 

where the child lives equally with both parents, the address provided for claiming Child Benefit and where 

appropriate, Child Tax Credits will be applied to the admission application. In such circumstances, 

documentary evidence must be provided. Where care is shared jointly and it is not possible to determine 

which parent is the principle carer, and no Child Benefit is claimed, the Local Authority will consider the 

primary residence as the address where the child is registered for GP purposes. 

 

Fair Access Protocol: 

The academy participates in Cheshire East Local Authority Fair Access protocol. 

 

Late Applications: 

Applications received after the closing date will be considered in line with the Local Authority Admissions 

Co-ordinated Scheme 2020/21, as the scheme applies to all publicly funded schools in Cheshire East and to 

preferences expressed by Cheshire East parents. 

 

Right of Appeal: 

 

In the event of an unsuccessful application, parents have the right to appeal to an independent appeals 

panel against non-admission. The appeal must be made in writing by completing an appeals form within 20 

school days from the date of notification of the decision not to offer a place. Appeal forms can be 

requested from and should be returned to the academy. 

 

Where an in year application and subsequent appeal are unsuccessful the Admissions Authority will not 

consider a repeat application within the same academic year unless there has been a relevant and 

significant change of circumstances relating to the application, or a place has become available in school. 

 

For reception September 2020 entry, a waiting list is held until the 31st December of the year of 

admissions  

 

Further Information 
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Further information detailing the key dates for 2020/21 admissions can be found on the Cheshire East web 

site at www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/admissions/admissions.aspx (in the Applying for School Places 

booklet or in the relevant Co-ordinated Scheme 2020/21). 

Special Considerations 

 

Out of Cohort Admission (Admission of children outside their normal age group) 

The Schools Admissions Code (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-admissions-code--2) 

advises that parents may seek a place for their child outside of their normal age group, for example, if the 

child is gifted and talented or has experienced problems such as ill health. The Code advises that admission 

authorities must make decisions on the basis of the circumstances of each case and in the best interests of 

the child concerned. This will include taking account of the parent’s views and information about the child’s 

academic, social and emotional development. The Code advises that the views of the head teacher should 

be an important part of this consideration. The Government has advised that children should only be 

taught out of cohort in very limited circumstances. Parents would also need to discuss this arrangement 

with the Cheshire East Admissions team. 

 

Summer Born Children 

A child reaches compulsory school age on the prescribed day following his fifth birthday (or on his fifth 

birthday if it falls on a prescribed day). The prescribed days are 31 December, 31 March and 31 August. 

Children born from 1 April to 31 August (often termed ‘summer born’ children) are not required to start 

school until a full school year after the point at which they could first have been admitted. This can 

therefore be into a reception class as a delayed entry to school or into year one along with other children 

within the same age group. Parents may request that their child attends school part-time until he/she 

reaches his/her fifth birthday.  

 

Children of Multiple Births 

Exceptionally it may be necessary to offer places over the published admission number to ensure that, as 

far as possible, siblings (i.e. twins, triplets or children from other multiple births) can attend the same 

school. 

 

Educating Children Out of Year 

Pupils placing and taught out of their age group will be a rare exception, never being more than a single 

year’s difference. Such a placement will only be considered as a desirable course of action if full 

consultation and agreement has taken place with all parties. The Principal will fully explain the implications 

of out of year placements to parents and young people. The situation will be reviewed annually with a view 

to returning to the correct year group, if appropriate. 

 

In-Year Admissions 

Pupils are normally admitted to school at the beginning of Reception. However, places may be available 

during a school year. Please enquire at the School Office if you would be interested in a place. 

 


