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Welcome to the Wistaston Weekly! 
 
It has been a lovely couple of first days in school this week. It has been great to welcome children back to school 
after the summer and to greet lots of new pupils too. We are looking forward to seeing them all flourish at Church 
Lane! I want to say hello, in particular, to our new starters in Reception! We believe that happy children learn and 
we want to do our best to make every moment of their time at Church Lane successful. 
 
There have been quite a few staff changes this week. First of all, I wanted to let you know that Mrs Nicola Wood is 
taking some leave from school this year. We want to send her and her family lots of love – we will miss her. This 
means that there are lots of new faces in the school office this year. Mrs Jackie Hulme is now our Office Manager. 
This week we have welcomed Mrs Steph Robinson and Mrs Sophie Willett our lovely new admin assistants. Also in 
our office will be Mrs Becky Wollaston, our new School Business Support Manager. I’m sure you’ll make them feel 
very welcome as they learn about how things work at Church Lane – please be patient and bear in mind that they 
are learning on the job! 
 
We have been pleased to welcome Mrs Nicky Clifford, our new pastoral worker, to the team. Mrs Clifford has 
added a message for parents on this week’s newsletter. Miss Michelle Joyce is a new teacher in Year Three and 
she is joined by Miss Katie Wood who is a teaching assistant in the same class. Finally, it was lovely to welcome 
Mrs Claire Bailey, our new Swan Stars playworker and midday assistant who joins us after a few years of working 
as an entertainer at CBeebies Land at Alton Towers! They are already proving to be valuable additions to the 
Church Lane family. 
 
We try to do most of our key communication through the Wistaston Weekly newsletter. On occasion there will be 
some specific letters, but the best way to keep up-to-date with the school is by reading the newsletter each week. 
It is also worth checking our Facebook page as we share reminders and news on there. Our Twitter page is a way 
to share news of learning in and out of the classroom. 
 
Mr Bancroft 

 
NEW MESSAGES 
There is important new information below – please make sure that you read it. 
 
Face Coverings 
We would like to remind parents that face coverings are a personal choice when on the school site, but 
are preferred where possible. If parents come in to the school building, they must wear a face covering 
please. 
 
Isolation Rules 
Children of primary age no longer need to isolate if they are close contacts of a positive case of 
coronavirus. This includes members of their household. Children only need to isolate if they test 
positive. Further details can be found here: www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-
and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/. 
Parents must inform school if their child tests positive by informing the school office. Please contact the 
school office if you have any questions. 
 
 

Website: www.wcla.co.uk 
Facebook: wistastonchurchlane 
Twitter: @wistaston 
“We will challenge, excite and encourage a love of life and learning in every child.” 
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http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
http://www.wcla.co.uk/


School Attendance 
The government has a persistence absence threshold of 10%. The absence threshold of 10% means that 
if a pupil is absent for 38 sessions (19 days) of school, they are classified as persistently absent. Schools 
are urged to inform parents of this threshold and advise parents that fines will be made for persistent 
absence, unless there is a justifiable reason for such absence, for example, significant illness. Failure to 
make payment will result in legal action for failure to ensure regular attendance at school under Section 
444 (1) Education Act 1996.  
 

Timeline Penalty Charges 

Paid within 21 days £60 per parent per child 

After 21 days and before 28 days £120 per parent per child  

After 28 days The parents will receive a summons to appear 
before the Magistrate’s Court on the grounds of 
having failed to secure their child’s/ children’s 
attendance. 

 
As you are aware, we are not allowed to grant any leave of absence during term time, unless there are 
exceptional circumstances. An exceptional circumstance is usually a one off, unique situation that is of 
significant emotional, educational or spiritual value, which outweighs the loss of teaching time.  It is our 
duty to strongly urge parents or carers to avoid booking holidays, appointments or visits overseas during 
term time. For holidays of five school days or more, a fixed penalty notice may be issued. 
 
 
Welcome Evenings for Parents 
Unfortunately, we can’t go ahead with bringing parents into school for the Welcome Evenings we had 
planned. However, we are planning for these sessions to be held via Zoom instead. These will take place 
on the same dates and times as planned (repeated below) but they will now take place via Zoom 
instead. Links will be shared next week. 
 
Updating Student Records 
Please can we request that you update your child’s personal records as soon as possible using the 
Parent Portal on Arbor. Please contact the school office if you are having difficulty using the system. It is 
important that parents update any changes to their child’s records during the year.  
 
Water Bottles for Reception 
All Reception children are being given a school water bottle, courtesy of the Friends of the school.  
 
Book Bags for Reception 
We have a small quantity of book bags available to sell in the school office; these are priced at £8.50. To 
purchase book bags can we ask that parents of children to come to the school office. Please note that 
we can only take card payments. 
 
Free Fruit and Veg Scheme 
At the end of the summer, it was announced that the scheme would be continuing. Children in the 
infants do not need to bring in a break time snack as free fruit and vegetables will be provided. 
 
Sale Sharks 
Once again this year, the school has invested in rugby. Over the year, all children in school will have tag 
rugby coaching sessions with Sale Sharks. These sessions will start with children in Years Three and Four 
on Friday 10th September. 
 
 
 



Year Five Swimming Sessions 
Children in Year Five start their swimming lessons on Friday 17th September. Further details will be sent 
out in a letter. 
 
School Photographs  
This year the school photograph day is Thursday 23rd September, please ensure children are in uniform 
on that day. All parents will receive a free proof and have the option to purchase.   
 
Indoor PE Kit 
In July we reminded parents about children needing to wear the correct PE kit. We have had a few 
queries about what to do during colder weather when children are required to wear their indoor PE kit. 
Our suggestion is that, if preferred, children should wear joggers over their indoor PE shorts so that 
these can be quickly removed or put back on after a session. 
 
Message from Mrs Clifford 
My name is Mrs Clifford and I am the new Pastoral Worker here at Church Lane. I would like to thank all 
the staff and children for their wonderful warm welcome this week, you have made me feel very 
welcome indeed! I am really looking forward to getting to know you all better and offering gentle 
emotional support to families, where needed. I am usually based in ‘The Reach Room’ but I’m sure you 
will see me on the playground and around school so do please say hello or drop me an email if you 
would like to have a chat. I have been working in primary schools for 12 years and I love delivering 
educational courses about recovery from loss and how to feel confident in supporting grieving people. I 
hope you all have a lovely weekend and I shall look forward to seeing you next week! 

 
 
 
 
REPEATED INFORMATION 
The information below has been shared before – you may have read it already, but we 
have kept it here as it is important. 
 

School Dinner Price  
The price of a school dinner for children in Key Stage Two is still £2.30 per day. Payment should be made 
through Arbor please. 
 
School Lunch Policy  
Attached to this newsletter is our school lunch policy. Please could all parents and guardians read this 
information. 
 
Medication Policy  
Please could all parents and guardians read the information regarding our medication policy on the 
website.  
 
School Places 
We have school places available in Reception if you are aware of anyone who is interested. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Term Dates for 2021 to 2022 

Holiday Date of closing Date of reopening 

Summer Holiday  Thursday 2nd September 

Autumn Half-Term Friday 22nd October Tuesday 2nd November 

Christmas 2020 Friday 17th December Wednesday 5th January 2022 

Spring Half-Term Friday 18th February Monday 28th February 

Easter  Friday 1st April Tuesday 19th April 

May Day Monday 2nd May  

Summer Half-Term (Whit) Thursday 26th May Tuesday 7th June 

Summer 2021 Thursday 21st July Tuesday 6th September 

 
 
2021 to 2022 INSET DAYS 
Wednesday 1st September 2021, Monday 1st November 2021, Tuesday 4th January 2022, Monday 6th 
June 2022, Friday 22nd July 2022, Monday 5th September 2022 
 
 
Useful Diary Dates 
Further details are shared nearer to the time 

Week Two 
Friday 10th Sept: Tag Rugby sessions for Y3 & 4 

Week Three 
Monday 13th Sept: Y4 Sale Sharks PSHE sessions 
Tuesday 14th Sept: Reception Welcome Evening 6pm 
Wednesday 15th Sept: Y1 Welcome Evening 6pm, Y2 
Welcome Evening 6.30pm 
Thursday 16th Sept: Y3 Welcome Evening 6pm, Y4 Welcome 
Evening 6.30pm 
Friday 17th Sept: Y5 swimming lesson 1/12, Tag Rugby for 
Y3 & 4 

Week Four 
After school clubs start this week 
Monday 20th Sept: Y4 Sale Sharks PSHE sessions 
Tuesday 21st Sept: Y5 Welcome Evening 6pm, Y6 Welcome 
Evening 6.30pm 
Thursday 23rd Sept: School Photograph Day (individuals and 
siblings) 
Friday 24th Sept: Y6 Eden Camp visit, Y5 swimming lesson 
2/12, Tag Ruby for Y3 & 4 

Week Five 
Monday 27th  Sept: Y4 Whitemoor Lakes residential 
Tuesday 28th Sept: Y4 Whitemoor Lakes residential 
Wednesday 29th Sept: Y4 Whitemoor Lakes residential 
Friday 1st Oct: Y5 swimming lesson 3/12, Tag Rugby for Y3 & 
4 

Week Six 
Monday 4th Oct: Y4 Sale Sharks PSHE sessions 
Friday 8th: Y5 swimming lesson 4/12, Tag Rugby for Y3 & 4 

Week Seven 
Monday 11th Oct: Y4 Sale Sharks PSHE sessions 
Friday 15th Oct: Y5 swimming lesson 5/12, Tag rugby for Y3 
& 4 

Week Eight 
Monday 18th: Y4 Sale Sharks PSHE sessions 
Friday 22nd: Y5 swimming lesson 6/12, Tag rugby for Y3 & 4, 
break up for half-term 

Week Nine 
Monday 1st Nov: INSET Day 
Tuesday 2nd: Children back in school 
Friday 5th: Y5 swimming lesson 7/12, Tag Rugby for Y2 & 3 

 
Any new dates added to this will be highlighted in red.  
 


