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Thank you for your support at the start of term. It has been a hot one and I’m sure everyone is exhausted after 
the first full week. It has been an unexpected start to the term with a few of our team off poorly – we hope they 
will feel better soon. Thankfully there have not been any cases of coronavirus in the school community so far but 
we remain vigilant. Please could we remind you to wear a mask if you are coming into the school building. 
 
Mr Bancroft 
 
 
 
 

NEW MESSAGES 
There is important new information below – please make sure that you read it. 
 

Change to end of day routine for Year One parents 

We have listened to feedback regarding our end of day routine in the infants and need to make a 
change from Monday. Children of parents in Year One will need to collect children from classroom doors 
and then leave via the infant playground. 
 
To reach the classroom doors, you will need to use our green gate (formally the La Maternelle gate) 
which you can access by walking to the end of the building, straight past the school office doors.  
 
Staff members will be available to direct you on Monday, so please don’t worry. We think this change 
will make the infant playground less congested at the end of the day. Thank you for your support with 
this. 
 

Payment Due Dates 
  

Year 4 – Whitemoor Lakes Residential 
 

Thank you! 

 
 
Junior Snack Bar 
For junior children only, we are reintroducing our snack bar but differently to before. In future for £5 per 
child per half term, we can provide toast each day to the children. Payment for each child will need to 
be made using Arbor. Children will go to the Junior Hall at break time to collect their toast. We hope this 
cashless method of payment will be convenient and that toast proves to be a popular healthy option. 
Please note, this will start on Monday 20th September.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Website: www.wcla.co.uk 
Facebook: wistastonchurchlane 
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Parent Information evenings 
As explained in last week’s newsletter, these will now be held via Zoom. Links will be emailed to parents 
the night before. 

To recap the dates and times: 
Tuesday 14th 6pm:   Reception 
Wednesday 15th 6pm:  Year One 
Wednesday 15th 6.30pm:  Year Two 
Thursday 16th 6pm:   Year Three 
Thursday 16th 6.30pm:  Year Four 
Tuesday 21st 6pm:   Year Five 
Tuesday 21st 6.30pm:   Year Six 

The sessions, for parents only, will last around 20 minutes. 
 

 
Reception parents only - Tapestry 
If you have returned your tapestry consent form, then over the next few days you will receive an email 
asking you to activate your account and you will be able to see photographs of your child’s first week at 
school.  
 
If you have not yet returned the consent form, you will not have access to tapestry.   
Please return this as soon as possible or speak to your teacher if you need a new letter.  
 
Below are some links to useful videos which may help you when using tapestry.  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=n7ROkDnb4I0 - setting up your account  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=espJ96TJHV8&t=3s - adding an observation  
 
House Teams – new names 
Your children might have talked to you about the new names for our house teams. We have decided, 
after many years, to rebrand our house teams. This year the School Council chose to name each team 
after an Olympian or Paralympian. We have chosen four superb British athletes, reflecting diverse 
backgrounds of the members of Team GB. 
 
The new team names are: 
Blue Team - Kenny (named after cyclist Jason Kenny – the single holder for most Olympic medals ever) 
Red Team - Brown (named after skateboarder Skye Brown – Team GB’s youngest ever medal winner, at 
13) 
Green Team - Daley (named after diver Tom Daley – gold medallist after twelve years of competing at 
the highest level) 
Yellow Team - Adenegan (named after wheelchair athlete Karé Adenegan – the winner of five 
Paralympic medals in two Paralympics) 
 
Please note that if you have a PE top with one of the old house names on, you do not need to purchase 
a new one. It is absolutely fine for these to be worn and, in fact, we encourage children to continue to 
use them until they are no longer suitable to wear! 
 
 

Change of PE days for year 1 and year 4 for this half term  
Please note that Year 1 now have PE on a Monday and Friday, Year 4 have PE on a Monday and Tuesday. 
This is due to an exciting programme offered by Sale Sharks.  
 

Swimming in Year Five 
Children in Year Five start their swimming lessons on Friday. Please make sure the consent and ability 
forms are completed and payment is made via Arbor.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n7ROkDnb4I0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=espJ96TJHV8&t=3s


 
Summer Reading Challenge 

Congratulations to all who completed the Summer Reading Challenge at libraries during the holidays. 
We are aware of lots of children who completed and we want to say well done! 
Congratulations to: 
Eva Jackson-Mellor, Jess Rowley, Joshua Davies, Alexia Gomez, Mark Wright, Harry Baxter, Emily Edge, 
Isabelle Griffiths, Marcelo Foli-Shaw, Jack Cherrington, Oliver Wood, Freddie Cope, Dexter Wild, Gracie 
Cope, Arjan Singh Sabarwal, Rhys Cherrington, Charlie Mulvey, Theo Ambrose, Heath Payne, Archie 
Swire, Erin Hanratty, Olly Bird, Seth Wrighton, Poppy Kemp and William Turner. 
(If your child isn’t on this list, we apologise – please get in touch and we’ll add any missing names next 
week.) 

Home PracticeThere is lots of research that tells us that children who read regularly at home achieve 
significantly better outcomes throughout their lives. For this reason, we emphasise reading and regular 
practice above homework – this is why we are using the phrase ‘home practice’ rather than ‘homework’. 
The National Curriculum requires greater emphasis on children acquiring specific core knowledge (e.g. 
spelling and number facts) much earlier than previously. For this to be achieved within a broad and 
balanced school curriculum, some learning will need to be practised and memorised out of school. We 
are also aware of the commitments that children have outside of the school day and want to alleviate 
the pressure this can place on families if we can. 

 Therefore, we have organised the  Home Practice we set into ‘compulsory’ and ‘optional’ activities.  This 
offers families flexibility on which activities are the best to focus on and will have the greater impact on 
children’s learning. The Educational Endowment Foundation found that ‘the broader evidence base 
suggests that short focused tasks or activities which relate directly to what is being taught, and which are 
built upon in school, are likely to be more effective than regular daily homework.’ We have taken this into 
consideration when deciding which tasks are ‘compulsory’, however, all tasks set are beneficial to 
children’s learning so our recommendation would be to complete all tasks wherever and whenever 
possible. The policy is attached to this newsletter. 

 
 
 

REPEATED INFORMATION 
The information below has been shared before – you may have read it already, but we 
have kept it here as it is important. 
 
School Places 
We have school places available in Reception if you are aware of anyone who is interested. 
 

 
 
 
 

Reception Book Bags 
Book bags for Reception children are now 
available to purchase in the school office; these 
are priced at £8.50. If you would like to purchase 
one, please come to the school office. Please 
note that we can only accept card payments. 
 

 



 

Indoor PE Kit 
In July we reminded parents about children needing to wear the correct PE kit. We have had a few 
queries about what to do during colder weather when children are required to wear their indoor PE kit. 
Our suggestion is that, if preferred, children should wear joggers over their indoor PE shorts so that 
these can be quickly removed or put back on after a session. 
 
School Attendance.  
The government has a persistence absence threshold of 10%. The absence threshold of 10% means that 
if a pupil is absent for 38 sessions (19 days) of school, they are classified as persistently absent. Schools 
are urged to inform parents of this threshold and advise parents that fines will be made for persistent 
absence, unless there is a justifiable reason for such absence, for example, significant illness. Failure to 
make payment will result in legal action for failure to ensure regular attendance at school under Section 
444 (1) Education Act 1996.  
 

Timeline Penalty Charges 

Paid within 21 days £60 per parent per child 

After 21 days and before 28 days £120 per parent per child  

After 28 days The parents will receive a summons to appear 
before the Magistrate’s Court on the grounds of 
having failed to secure their child’s/ children’s 
attendance. 

 

As you are aware, we are not allowed to grant any leave of absence during term time, unless there are 
exceptional circumstances. An exceptional circumstance is usually a one off, unique situation that is of 
significant emotional, educational or spiritual value, which outweighs the loss of teaching time.  It is our 
duty to strongly urge parents or carers to avoid booking holidays, appointments or visits overseas during 
term time.  
 
 
Updating Student Records 
Please can we request that you update your child’s personal records as soon as possible using the 
Parent Portal on Arbor. Please contact the school office if you are having difficulty using the system. It is 
important that parents update any changes to their child’s records during the year.  
 
Reception parents have received an email explaining how to access the Parent Portal. Please note that 
full pupil details have not been fully updated yet, however they will be updated by the end of this half 
term.   
 
Term Dates for 2021 to 2022 
 

Holiday Date of closing Date of reopening 

Summer Holiday  Thursday 2nd September 

Autumn Half-Term Friday 22nd October Tuesday 2nd November 

Christmas 2021 Friday 17th December Wednesday 5th January 2022 

Spring Half-Term Friday 18th February Monday 28th February 

Easter  Friday 1st April Tuesday 19th April 

May Day Monday 2nd May  

Summer Half-Term (Whit) Thursday 26th May Tuesday 7th June 

Summer 2022 Thursday 21st July Tuesday 6th September 

 
 
 



2021 to 2022 INSET DAYS 
Wednesday 1st September 2021, Monday 1st November 2021, Tuesday 4th January 2022, Monday 6th 
June 2022, Friday 22nd July 2022, Monday 5th September 2022 
 
 

 
Useful Diary Dates 
Further details are shared nearer to the time 

 Week Three 
Monday 13th Sept: Y4 Sale Sharks PSHE sessions 
Tuesday 14th Sept: Reception Welcome Evening 6pm 
Wednesday 15th Sept: Y4 Instrument lessons, Y1 
Welcome Evening 6pm, Y2 Welcome Evening 6.30pm 
Thursday 16th Sept: Y3 Welcome Evening 6pm, Y4 
Welcome Evening 6.30pm 
Friday 17th Sept: Y5 swimming lesson 1/12, Tag Rugby 
for Y3 & 4 

Week Four 
After school clubs start this week 
Monday 20th Sept: Y4 Sale Sharks PSHE sessions 
Tuesday 21st Sept: Y5 Welcome Evening 6pm, Y6 
Welcome Evening 6.30pm 
Wednesday 22nd: Y4 Instrument lessons 
Thursday 23rd Sept: School Photograph Day 
(individuals and siblings) 
Friday 24th Sept: Y6 Eden Camp visit, Y5 swimming 
lesson 2/12, Tag Ruby for Y3 & 4 

Week Five 
Monday 27th  Sept: Y4 Whitemoor Lakes residential 
Tuesday 28th Sept: Y4 Whitemoor Lakes residential 
Wednesday 29th Sept: Y4 Whitemoor Lakes residential 
Friday 1st Oct: Y5 swimming lesson 3/12, Tag Rugby 
for Y3 & 4 

Week Six 
Monday 4th Oct: Y4 Sale Sharks PSHE sessions 
Wednesday 6th: Y4 Instrument lessons 
Friday 8th: Y5 swimming lesson 4/12, Tag Rugby for Y3 
& 4 

Week Seven 
Monday 11th Oct: Y4 Sale Sharks PSHE sessions 
Wednesday 13th: Y4 Instrument lessons 
Friday 15th Oct: Y5 swimming lesson 5/12, Tag rugby 
for Y3 & 4 

Week Eight 
Monday 18th: Y4 Sale Sharks PSHE sessions 
Wednesday 20th: Y4 Instrument lessons 
Friday 22nd: Y5 swimming lesson 6/12, Tag rugby for 
Y3 & 4, break up for half-term 

Half-term 
Monday 25th October to Monday 1st November 
 

Week Nine 
Monday 1st Nov: INSET Day 
Tuesday 2nd: Children back in school 
Wednesday 3rd: Y4 Instrument lessons 
Friday 5th: Y5 swimming lesson 7/12, Tag Rugby for Y2 
& 3 

Week Ten 
Wednesday 10th November: Y4 Instrument lessons 
Friday 12th: Fluenz vaccinations, Tag rugby for Y2 & 3 

 
Any new dates added to this will be highlighted in red.  


