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And we reach the end of another strange year I wanted to pause for a moment and reflect on the last twelve months.  

 

But first… It’s hard to believe that we returned to school for just one day before the government announced yet another 

lockdown. Speculation has already begun regarding what could happen in January. Right now, we have not been made aware 

of any plans that will affect schools directly. I sincerely hope that this is a year without disruption for the children and that we 

re-open in full in January. As you’ve probably assumed by now, if any changes are announced, we will hear at the same time as 

you will. 

 

I am extremely proud of the Church Lane community.  

 

Children have flourished in school this year academically, socially and emotionally. They have made it through a challenging 

year and continue to be the best children in the year. Each and every child adds a sparkle to our school and it helps us all to love 

our jobs and makes everything worthwhile. 

 

I am grateful to parents and carers for their support this year. Whilst we have all been frustrated by restrictions at times, I am 

thankful for the kindness, understanding and consideration that you show towards me and my colleagues. Thank you! 

 

The school’s Local Advisory Board have supported and challenged us throughout the year, and they have made sure that we 

have made good decisions for the school. The Learning for Life Partnership have helped us to lead through some tough times. 

Our local community have looked after us well – our friends in local churches, the local community council, our PCSOs, The 

Crewe Rotary and The Wistaston Roundabout have offered their best wishes throughout the year. Mr Raiswell and our sports 

coaches have been superb throughout the year. Mellors, our caterers, have worked hard to keep the children fed and our 

lunchtime team have been absolutely first class, and we are so grateful to them. Our cleaners from Service Master have done 

an amazing job! Our school office and finance team have worked hard, managing to keep the school running so beautifully in 

the background. Mr Bickerton and Mr Clark have been excellent and have kept the school buildings and grounds in great 

condition. Our Swan Stars team have worked tirelessly, keeping the children happy and entertained early in the day and late in 

the evening. The Friends of the School have supported us so brilliantly and offered their help on so many occasions. 

 

I am privileged to work with the most amazing colleagues. They work incredibly hard to keep your children safe and happy and 

to make progress at all levels. They are also such lovely people and the sense of teamwork has never been stronger!  

 

Whatever the challenges of the year ahead, I know that your children are in safe hands. 

 

Thank you for everything this year. Have a merry Christmas and a happy new year! 

 

Mr Bancroft 

 

If you would like to add your thank yous for our staff members, please send an email to 

thanks@wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk. 

 

All the messages will be shared with colleagues and recorded in our compliments book and I know that 

kind messages will bring smiles and happiness to all.  
 

  

Website: www.wcla.co.uk 

Facebook: wistastonchurchlane 

Twitter: @wistaston 
“We will challenge, excite and encourage a love of life and learning in every child.” 

mailto:thanks@wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk
http://www.wcla.co.uk/


NEW MESSAGES  

There is important new information below – please make sure that you read it. 

 

Payment Due Dates 

 

 Year 3 Delamere Residential – Full payment due today! 
 

Thank you! 

 

Sumdog 

We have had some amazing results for the school in the Cheshire East competition on Sumdog. Congratulations to 

Mrs Culshaw’s class who finished 8th and to Miss Willington and Mrs Watson’s class who finished as winners! 

 

There were some superb individual achievements too. Jack in Y6W finished 8th overall, Lucy W in Y2S finished 5th, 

James in Y6W finished 3rd and Amelia in Y6W finished 2nd. Well done to everyone! 

 

Christmas Holiday Club 

Sports Coaching Group are proud to announce they can offer FREE Christmas Holiday Clubs to any children who 

access Free School Meals, this includes children in Years One and 

Two. If your child is not part of the FSM scheme, they are also 

offering alternative paid Holiday Clubs alongside this initiative. 

The flyer is attached to this newsletter with more information. 

 

Lunch Balances 

Please ensure that your child’s lunch account is paid for in full, for 

this term. Our policy states that lunches must be paid for in 

advance please. 

 
Junior Snack  

If you would like your child to have toast next half term for a 

snack, then please load £5 on to their snack account on Arbor by 

5th January.   

 

Reception and Year One Pantomime 

The children and staff had a brilliant afternoon on Tuesday at the 

Pantomime. We were so pleased we were able to take them all 

this year.  

 

Christmas Parties 

The children all enjoyed their Christmas dinners and 

parties on Wednesday – a lot of fun was had by all 

and Santa even made a special appearance. Thank 

you to Mrs Basford and her team for making the 

Christmas dinner. 

 

Amazon Wishlist 

We have been incredibly surprised and grateful that 

many of the books have been purchased by parents 

and delivered to school this week. We have 

incredibly generous families at Church Lane – thank 

you! If you would like to purchase a book for school, 

you can find our wish list at 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/CNU5NKCV5ME5  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/CNU5NKCV5ME5


 

School Christmas Video 

This year’s Christmas video has already been watched over 1,200 times! If you’d like to watch it, please visit 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=4AUGVdy01w8  

 

Reception and Year 1 Nativity 

The children did a fabulous job performing the nativity, this is the link to watch it. 

https://youtu.be/0fAWk1Tyueo 

 

Years 3 and 4 Christmas Performance 

The children loved doing their Christmas performance and we think they did a fabulous job, this is the link to watch 

it. 

https://youtu.be/vVG6mXWoq4g 

We know that a few children were absent for this recording and so there is an alternative version available at 

https://youtu.be/S5UhF6B7w_w 

 

Cricket 

Please note that our cricket sessions were incorrect on last week’s newsletter. Children in Year Five will have their 

sessions on Thursdays in January. (Year Three will have sessions after February half-term.) 

 

Reverend Paul 

Reverend Paul led the children in a Christmas assembly yesterday. 

 

The Reading Spine 

As you may be aware, we us Pathways to Read and Pathways to Write from the Literacy 
Company for our English and Reading lessons in school. Work is heavily based on a range of 

wonderful books. The Literacy Company have made a list of excellent books that may capture 

your children's interest and, in turn, help them to reach their reading potential and nurture their 
creativity. The books are organised into Year Groups but don't let that put you off reading the 

other books on the list. These may make excellent stocking fillers etc. and will give a little boost 
for English lessons in school.  

Along with the book list, there is also a guide to help you and your children work on some of the skills they will 

need to be brilliant readers. I hope you find this useful.  

 

Christmas Holidays 

School closes today and re-opens for the children on Wednesday 5th January 2022. 

 

School Lunches 

When we return after the Christmas break, we will be back to Week 1 meals.  

 

REPEATED INFORMATION  

The information below has been shared before – you may have read it already, but we 

have kept it here as it is important.  

 
Sale Sharks Rugby Sessions 

In January, children in Years One and Three will have a coaching session every Friday. Children will need to come to 

school in their PE kit on Fridays. Teachers will send a text with any further information. 
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Useful Diary Dates  

Further details are shared nearer to the time 

After School Clubs 

These will recommence on January 
17th 

Year Four Instrument Lessons 

Every Wednesday 

 

Music Tuition Lessons 

Guitar – Tuesday 

Brass and piano – Wednesday 

Violin - Friday 

 

Cricket sessions 

Spring 1: Year Five on Thursdays 

Spring 2: Year Three on Tuesdays 

Tag Rugby on Fridays 

Autumn 1: Years One and Three  

Autumn 2: Years Two and Six 

Spring 1: Years One and Three 

Spring 2: Years Two and Five 

 

 

Christmas Holidays 

Monday 20th December to Tuesday 4th January 2022 

(Children return on Wednesday 5th January) 

 

Week 16 – Week beginning 3rd January 2022 

Monday – Bank Holiday 

Tuesday – INSET Day 

Wednesday – Children return 

Week 17 – Week beginning 10th January 

 

Week 18 – Week beginning 17th January 

Afterschool clubs restart. 

Wednesday: Y3JW residential visit in Delamere 

Thursday: Y3J residential visit in Delamere, Y3JW 

return from residential visit 

Friday: Y3J return from residential visit 

Week 19 – Week beginning 24th January 

Thursday: Year Four Chester visit 

Week 20 – Week beginning 31st January 

Monday: Year 5 Safety Central Visit 

Week 21 – Week beginning 7th February 

Monday: Year One Chester Zoo visit 

Tuesday: Y2B Nantwich Museum visit 

Wednesday: Y2S Nantwich Museum visit 

Week 21 – Week beginning 14th February 

 

Spring Break 

Monday 21st February to Friday 25th February 2022 

 

Week 22 – Week beginning 21st February 

Monday: Back to school 

Friday: Y4 Bikeability Sessions 

Week 23 – Week beginning 28th February 

 

 

 

Any new dates added to this will be highlighted in red 


