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Dear Parents and Guardians,
I’m afraid that I need to make you aware of some more sad news that has rocked us all once again at
Church Lane. This week we lost our Assistant Caretaker, Mr Martin Nicol, after a short battle with cancer.
Martin started working at school just a year ago and since then he worked tirelessly in the mornings to
keep the school clean, tidy and well-maintained. He was such a kind, friendly person and we are
devastated that we haven’t had more time to get to know him. We have sent our love to Martin’s family
on behalf of everyone at Church Lane. If you speak to staff members this week, please bear in mind that
this has shocked us and we are not quite feeling ourselves. If you knew Martin and have any messages
you would like us to pass on to his family, please send them to the School Office.
Please could I remind you about wearing a face covering whenever they are on the school site. If you
are exempt from wearing a face covering, we would be grateful if you let us know or wear the
recognised Hidden Disabilities sunflower lanyard so that we know.
We are in the process of confirming plans for Christmas. We are unable to run most of the events that we
usually run at this time of year, but we hope that what we can carry out will be enjoyed by all. Further
details are in the newsletter below.
Thank you for your understanding and your continued support.
Mr Bancroft

NEW MESSAGES
There is important new information below – please make sure that you read it.
Parking
We have received some complaints about parents parking inconsiderately on White Hart Lane and also outside
the shops. On White Hart Lane the complaint relates to people parking over or too close to residents’ drives.
Outside the shop the complaint relates to parking on double yellow lines and in the disabled bay.
Children in Need
Thank you to everyone who donated to last week’s Children in need fundraising. The total amount raised was
£396.26!
Consultation
The school is required to consult with parents on its new Relationships, Sex and Health Education Policy. There is
a page on the school website with further information: www.wcla.co.uk/463/consultation-on-relationships-sexand-health-education-policy. The consultation ends on Friday 27th November so any views should be sent in by
that date by emailing the school.

Christmas Lunch
This year’s Christmas lunch will be held on
the following days:
KS1 and Reception: Wednesday 16th
December
KS2: Thursday 17th December
Please note on the days that your child’s
year group is not having a Christmas
lunch, the menu choices will be as follows:



Chicken Curry and rice, served
with Naan Bread, or
Jacket Potato with Tuna
Mayonnaise

School PE Hoodies
Now that the weather is becoming colder it might be time to think about purchasing a school house team PE
Hoodie. These can be ordered from www.smartacademyuniform.co.uk/wistaston.

Feedback on Live Lessons during Isolation:
As part of our LPPA (Leading Parent Partnership Award) we are constantly reflecting on the work we do and
seeking to get feedback on how things could be improved. This was the first time we have conducted LIVE lessons
to support home learning and so we would like to ask you a few questions about your experience. If you have a
child who was told to isolate before the half term, we would appreciate you taking a few minutes to fill in the
form. Hopefully this will help us to improve future experience and engagement. The survey will stay open until
TODAY. You can find the survey at https://forms.gle/hMeFEW5dQYoE7F4bA

CVS Christmas Toy Appeal 2020
After the success of previous appeals, we are once again advertising the collection of toys for local children.
HOWEVER, 2020 as we know is a different & difficult year, the collection has also been affected by Covid. A
physical collection is NOT taking place in School this year, however, if you would still like to donate CVS have set
up an Amazon account and online donations collection. The link below will take you to the CVS Website for
further information and the CVS Toy Wishlist.
https://www.cvsce.org.uk/cvs-christmas-toy-appeal-2020
Thank you in advance for any donations, let's see if we can donate with the same generosity as previous years and
make a child's Christmas.

Cheshire East Council
Homechoice
Cheshire East Council’s
Homechoice and
Prevention Team have staff
available to deal with
homelessness prevention;
the officers can give advice
to families on a variety of
issues e.g. concerns relating
to rent and mortgage
arrears, debt and the fear
of losing their home. Early
intervention is something
they encourage. They have
leaflets and a website. For a
referral into appropriate
advice and support
Phone: 0300 123 5017
Email:
cheshirehomechoice@ches
hireeast.gov.uk

Christmas
Unfortunately, due to the restrictions regarding the management of the spread of coronavirus, we aren’t able to
hold our usual Christmas concerts this year. We hope that, later in the school year, we might be able to arrange
for a performance for parents, but we cannot confirm this right now. However, instead of a concert, we are
planning ways to bring joy and happiness into everyone’s lives this year.
15 Days of Christmas: Each class is going to put together a special video and we plan to share these with
you each day during the last three weeks of school.
Christmas Dinner: Christmas dinner is planned to take place over two days – further details can be found
elsewhere in the newsletter.
Christmas Cards: Children should only bring in cards for children and staff members in their bubble. These
cards should be brought in by Monday 14th December at the very latest. Any cards brought in after that
date may not be able to be given out.
Christmas Movies: Christmas parties this year will take the form of a movie treat with refreshments
kindly provided by The Friends. Father Christmas may not be able to visit in person, but he will certainly
be involved!
Gifts: A few parents have already asked if they are able to send in gifts for staff members. I say this
without presumption, but this would be no problem and I am sure that colleagues would be very grateful.
Please note that there is absolutely no expectation, but writing it on the newsletter is the simplest way to
pass on the message.
St. Mary’s: The children usually visit St. Mary’s in the week before Christmas but due to the restrictions
around churches at the moment, this will not be possible. Reverend Mike and his team are going to share
their Christmas message with us via video link.

REPEATED INFORMATION
The information below has been shared before – you may have read it already, but we
have kept it here as it is important.
Phonics Play - Free Online Phonics Games.
We are now able to provide parents with access to a fantastic phonics website, Phonics Play, for free.
This is a temporary measure during the coronavirus pandemic, but is a fantastic opportunity for your
children to have access to lots of fun and engaging phonics activities at home.
The details you will need are as follows.
www.phonicsplay.co.uk
Username: Wistaston1
Password: Wistaston1
School Office
Please could we remind you that the school office is now closed to parents unless a prior arrangement
has been made. For any general enquires please send an email to admin@wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk
However if you need to contact us urgently, phone calls can still be taken.
Clinically vulnerable children and school attendance
The government has published guidance that says: “Children who are clinically vulnerable or have
underlying health conditions but are not clinically extremely vulnerable, may continue to attend school
in line with current guidance.” If you feel that your child is clinically vulnerable, please let us know of any
precautions that your child’s GP advises.
Coronavirus
Your child should not come into school if they have the following symptoms: a new continuous cough, a
high temperature or a loss or change in taste or smell. If your child has these symptoms they should
book a test using www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-checkif-you-have-coronavirus/ or by calling 119.
Please could we request if your child’s Coronavirus test results are positive, please inform the school of
the results at the earliest opportunity. Please email covid19@wistaston.cheshire.sch.uk at any point as
this email address will be monitored at all times.
Applying for School Places for September 2021
Parents and Carers are reminded that the application round for places in Reception 2021 is now open. More
details can be found on Cheshire East’s website at www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/schools/admissions/start-schoolseptember.aspx. The deadline to apply for a place for Reception 2021 is 15th January 2021.

