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The Learning for Life Partnership 

Working in partnership to improve life chances for all 

Partnership Newsletter 

Message from CEO Mr Dan Thomas 

 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I would like to welcome you to our latest partnership newsletter. Although this has been a long half-term in which 
we have still felt the impact of COVID, things are slowly feeling more like they used to. This Includes all of the 
Principals from the schools attending the Cheshire East Primary Headteachers Conference this week. The theme of 
this conference is “To be the change you want to see in the world”. 
 

 
 
As a partnership of schools, it is vital that we give our leaders the opportunity to reflect on the huge changes that 
have been forced upon us over the past two years and strategically plan for the future. This is to make sure that not 
just the children in our schools now, but the children across all of our communities now and in the future get the 
very best education available to them. 
 
There is lots to celebrate this half term and I hope that you will see this through the newsletter. As usual I want to 
thank all of our school community for their support this half-term and all of the staff and children for their hard work. 
 
I hope that everyone has a restful and enjoyable half term break. 
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News from Daven Primary School 
 
  
In RE this half term, Year 2 at Daven have been learning about how Christians believe Jesus healed people and made 
them feel better. As part of this, they discussed ways that they could make people feel better if they were unwell. 
They decided to make some get well soon cards for the patients in the Congleton War Memorial Hospital which is 
close to the school. The class were delighted to receive a letter back from the Ward Manager thanking them for their 
kindness and generosity. 
 

 
 

 

Year 1 and Year 2 visited Congleton Library. They were shown around by library staff and looked at all the different 
services that the library provides. Every child was given their own library card to keep and take home afterwards. 
Everyone had great fun choosing two books that they will look at in school but it was really difficult to choose from 
so many! 
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News from Leighton Academy 

Leighton attended their first athletics event since January 2020 this evening and came back strong at the 
Sportshall Crewe heat. The Y5/6 team took on competition from Gainsborough, Sound and Bridgemere to 
finish as group leaders by a clear 70 points. They will now go through to the Crewe and Nantwich heat on 
Tuesday 1st March.  
 
Our athletes were led by team captains Beth and Olly who showed true examples of leadership by taking it 
upon themselves to go forward and shake the hands of the other teams as a mark of great respect and 
sportsmanlike behaviour. Well done to all involved and to Mrs Holland and Mrs Bohannan-Walker as 
always, for their coaching and team management.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 4 of 8 
 

News from Shavington Primary School 

 

 
The children in the RP have been reading the text ‘The Dragon Machine’ during their English lessons. They have really 
enjoyed the story and created some fantastic pieces of writing using the text as a prompt. Mrs Nicholls received some 
letters about the naughty dragons invading the RP, we wrote diary entries about the mischief the dragons were 
getting up to and fact files on how to care for dragons.  

 

At Shavington, our Eco Warriors have been very 
busy in their new roles. In January, we had a 
school competition to design a poster for the 
village to encourage people to not drop their 
litter and to keep the village tidy. Lots of children 
from each year group joined in and there were 
some fantastic designs. The Eco Warriors then 
chose their winner from each class and gave the 
winners a little prize of a pack of seeds and a bag 
of sweets.  These posters are now in the process 
of being laminated and distributed around 
Shavington. As well as this, each of the Warriors 
designed a small sign to go under the light 
switches in school to remind everyone to switch 
the lights off when the room is not in use. These 

signs were then laminated and put around school. They look really good!  
 
We have lots more projects planned, and we are hoping to repair our badly damaged polytunnel at some 
point soon too.  
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News from Wheelock Primary School 
 

Last Friday, the Year 5 and 6 Girls football team played in the Cheshire Finals Football Tournament at the 
Crewe Alex Soccer Centre. During the autumn term, we qualified from our local stage to the Cheshire finals. 
We played 4 games in our group stage. Here, we won two, drew once and lost once. This meant we qualified 
for the quarter finals. Unfortunately, we lost to the team who eventually won the competition. The girls 
had a brilliant day out. It was wonderful to see so many girls playing football; there were twenty teams in 
total. Our school team is a mixture of girls who have been playing for several years, as well as others who 
have recently taken up playing the game. The girls were superb ambassadors for Wheelock and we couldn't 
be prouder. We'll done to Isabelle, Isabella, Leoni, Poppy, Alannah, Jemima and Evie! 
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News from Wistaston Church Lane Academy 

 
This term, the Year 3 classes went to Delamere Forest on a residential visit. Miss Jones, Mrs Wrigley, 

Mr Farrall, Mrs Machin and Mrs Simpson went with Y3JW on Wednesday 19th to Thursday 20th January. 

Mrs Lawrie, Mr Farrall, Miss Wood and Miss White went with Y3L on Thursday 19th to Friday 20th 

January. 
  
When the children arrived, they unpacked their luggage, chose their beds in the dormitories and started their 

activities. On the trip, the children did orienteering, den building, night walk, campfire, habitat walk, 

hammock building, fun games and activities. They built dens with wood that they found in the woods and 

used maps to find their way through the woodland. In the evening, they went on a night walk with a guide 

showing them tracks from animals that had previously been there. They saw owls and other things they 

wouldn't see in the day. After the walk, they roasted marshmallows over a fire and sung songs. On the second 

day, they built hammocks on trees with Delamere providing the equipment needed. 

  
The staff who went said it was fantastic but freezing cold. The children loved every minute and there were 

many smiles despite the cold weather. After two busy days, they were very tired and came home very muddy 

indeed! One pupil said: ‘This was the best trip I have ever been on.’ 
  
‘My favourite part was watching all the children try new things and grow in self-confidence throughout the 

activities,’ reported Miss White. 

 

 

In Reception this term, their topic has been 'Transport'. They learnt to identify different types of transport 

including cars, buses, trains, planes, bicycles and boats. They also learnt about transport safety such as the 

rules for crossing the road. These are: stop, look, listen, think. 
  
Most recently, they have been learning how to act on a bus. They found out that you should give up a seat 

for pregnant or disabled people and to ring the bell to stop the bus and wait before stepping off. 
  
Reception have also been reading lots of books about transport. One of their favourites was 'Naughty Bus' 

by Jan Oke. They learnt to write labels and captions and begun to write simple sentences based on the book. 
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Collaborative news from The Learning for Life Partnership 

Learning for Life Partnership students scale new heights! 
  

Students from schools across the Learning for Life Partnership (LFLP) took on a new challenge last week to 
celebrate Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week. 
  
The schools welcomed specialist instructors from Peak Education, who brought with them a climbing wall 
for everyone to try. 
  
The Partnership’s focus for Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week was on ‘Growing Together’, with the 
climbing frames put in place to symbolise the way in which students can face their fears and achieve great 
things with the support of their friends and teachers. 
  
While some students felt nervous ahead of the activity, they soon conquered their fears. One student 
said: "I'm proud of myself today. I didn't think I would be able to do it but I did!" with another marvelling 
"It was amazing and I went up really high like Spiderman."  
  
You can see more of the students’ adventures here: 
 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQBXT1wyt7Y&t=3s 

  
Jo Young, Director of Primary for the Learning for Life Partnership, said: 
  
“I am so proud of the way in which the students faced their fears and took on a new challenge. We are all 
beginning to realise the vital importance of supporting each other’s mental health, regardless of your age, 
and this activity was all about teaching students they can achieve so much when they work together and 
trust one another. I would really like to thank Peak Education for their support and for putting on a brilliant 
day for the children… and 
staff!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQBXT1wyt7Y&t=3s
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This is what the children said: 

"I'm proud of myself today. I didn't think I would be able to do it but I did!"  

"This has been the best way to start a day ever!" 

"At first when I saw the climbing wall, I was nervous 
but when it was my turn I was determined to reach the 
top. Although I didn't quite make it to the top, it was 
still so much fun." Laya Year 4 

"My experience climbing the wall was amazing and I 
was feeling happy. I got to the top twice, really 
quickly." Skye Year 6 

Bodhi, Year 4 “It was really exciting and I really want to 
do it again.” 

Evie, Year 3 “It was amazing even when I had to jump 
down from such a high place.” 

Harper & Marco, Year 2 – “It was fun, exciting and 
made us feel proud of how far we climbed.” 

Mia, Lola, Amy, Bella & Sophie, Year 5 – “We were 
really nervous but it was a good experience and really 
fun. The instructors were great and gave lots of 
encouragement.” 

 “The climbing wall was amazing, I was afraid of heights, but I got to the top! We all encouraged each other 
to get as high as we could. It was nice for us because we all worked together to grow”. - Bonnie 
  
“It helped me grow in confidence because I faced my fear and I went higher every time”. - Evie-Rae 
 
'I cheered on my friends as they climbed up the wall. I also made it up every single time, which made me 
feel proud. The whole class was really supportive of everybody.' – Bella 
 
“Going on the climbing wall was an amazing experience. It was tough but we all gave it a shot and I felt very 
proud of everyone for being brave”. – Eden 
 
“The reason why I liked the climbing wall is because it's challenging and even if you climb 2 steps you have 
accomplished something”. - Alex 
 

 
 
 
 

                

 


