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The Learning for Life Partnership 

Working in partnership to improve life chances for all 

Partnership Newsletter 

Message from CEO Mr Dan Thomas 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Welcome to our latest partnership newsletter. We wanted to take the opportunity in these newsletters to introduce 
members of the partnership team who you may hear about, but won’t normally see in and around the schools. In 
this newsletter I am going to introduce myself, Liam Lewis (DCEO), and Jo Young (Director of Primary), are going to 
introduce themselves. 
 
Dan Thomas - I began working in Cheshire East in 2013 when I was appointed as Headteacher of Shavington Primary 
School. Previously I have held school leadership positions in Primary, Secondary and Early Years, having led schools 
in both the maintained, faith and academy sector. I started The Learning for Life Partnership in December 2015 and 
was Executive Headteacher as Wheelock Primary School joined the partnership. I am proud to hold the position of 
CEO across the five schools and communities that we serve. I am passionate about our Trust mission “To work in 
partnership to improve the life chances for all”. My role is to work with the DCEO, the Director of primary and the 
Principals to support the schools and the school leaders in getting the best possible outcomes for the children and 
support all members of staff in their professional development, through the development of collaboration. As the 
CEO I lead the whole organisation and work with the Trustees to set the vision and values that are central to the 
trust. A key part of my role is to work outside the organisation with other schools and supporting the local education 
system as this collaboration will enhance what we can offer to the children in our trust. 
 
Liam Lewis - I joined The Learning for Life Partnership in May 2017 in the role as CFO for the Trust.  As a chartered 
certified accountant, I have worked in various private and public sector roles but I have spent the last 11 years of my 
career in the education sector. During this time, I completed numerous qualifications in school business management 
and this equipped me with a broader skillset to take on a more operational role in the sector.  I now work in the role 
of Deputy CEO responsible for finance and operations alongside the CEO, Director of Primary and Principals of our 
academies.   I have a passion for ensuring that we have a fair and equitable offer across all our schools and I believe 
whole heartedly that as group of schools we are stronger together and that we achieve the best outcomes for the 
children in our care.  I manage a team of employees who deliver central services into our academies, this allows the 
leaders of our schools to feel supported, giving them more time to focus on leading the teaching and learning, as well 
as providing all employees throughout the Trust with opportunities for development in a great place to work.  
 
Jo Young - Having recently completed my National Professional Qualification in Executive Leadership I have moved 
to a full-time central role as Director of Primary. With 6 years of headship experience, I am passionate about 
supporting head teachers/principals to ensure the pupils get the best quality teaching and learning experience. I work 
closely with the CPD lead, CEO and DCEO of the trust to ensure each school is equipped to be the best it can be. My 
role is to support the schools in their school improvement journey and I truly believe this can only happen where 
staff feel supported, empowered and have access to the right professional development. I am honoured to work for 
The Learning for Life Partnership as we are stronger together and I believe working together will improve life chances 
for all. 
 
COVID-19 Update 
 
 
Despite this being a very difficult half-term with lots of disruption caused by the continuing COVID-19 pandemic I 
think that the schools have done an amazing job in keeping the schools running and the children safe. We have seen 
more confirmed cases of COVID-19 in our schools than ever before and this had led to a drop in attendance and 
significant staff absence. Despite this the schools have kept open and I want to thank every member of staff for their 
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commitment to the children within the trust. I also want to thank you as parents and carers for the support that you 
have given the schools in this difficult time. 
 
I know that during the next half term there would usually be lots of events where we welcome you into the schools 
to see your children perform and to see their work. As things currently stand with the rising cases across Cheshire 
East and the restrictions that schools face (we have very different restrictions to the rest of society) we are unable 
to hold indoor events in the schools where lots of children and adults are mixing. We have been advised by Cheshire 
East Public Health that when infection rates reach certain levels we will be putting back in more restrictions that we 
had last year. This is disappointing for the school staff as well as yourselves, but I would like to remind everyone that 
the safety of all of the children and staff have to be a priority and it is not the schools fault that we are in this position. 
 
I hope you all have a restful half term.  
 

News from Daven Primary School 
 
Congratulations to Daven Primary School, who have officially achieved Plastic 

Free Schools Status. 

The Article 12 Squad worked really hard to raise awareness of an issue they 

cared passionately about. They wrote to several important people to express 

their concern about the amount of plastic in our oceans and to ask that more 

be done to reduce the amount of single use plastic. The team then turned their 

attention to changes that could be made in school. Thanks to their hard work 

the school has moved to using paper straws, swopped single use plastic bowls 

for reusable bowls at lunchtime and stopped using drink cartons that contain 

plastic. #PowerToThePupils 

News from Leighton Academy 

Congratulations to Mel Jenkins and her nursery team at Leighton who were nominated by a parent for a Cheshire 

East Diamond Award for outstanding speech and language support during the pandemic. A fantastic achievement! 

 

Our Year 6 children had a FABULOUS time at Robinwood last weekend. It was not easy for some of the children to 

be so far away from home after spending such a long time not going anywhere during lockdown and some activities 

meant that children had to push themselves out of their comfort zone. The children faced these challenges with 

positivity and determination and it was lovely to see them face their fears and achieve. Well done to you all! 

Huge well done to 4E who won the first class of the week when collecting STRONGER TOGETHER tokens for working 

hard, making the right choices and demonstrating the school values.  
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Extracurricular Clubs at Leighton Academy. We are very fortunate that staff 

members give up their time to run extracurricular clubs for our children. There 

are currently a range of clubs on offer from indoor clubs such as board games 

and chess, sporting clubs such as outdoor adventures, football and dodgeball 

and engineering clubs such as the Goblin car design club. This week, Mrs 

Johnson invited the Nantwich Town First Team Manager, Chris Broad to meet 

the children in her girl’s football club to talk to the girls and help to prepare 

them for their first tournament. It was such a great experience for the girls to 

meet a real team manager and talk to him about what makes a successful 

team. Thank you to Mrs Johnson for organising this opportunity.  

 

News from Shavington Primary School 

Alfie's Charity work 

 
Congratulations to Alfie at Shavington Primary School for his 

amazing charity work. Through his love of photography and truck 

enthusiasm, Alfie has raised an amazing £5000 for YoungMinds 

charity. 

 

If you want to take a look at some of Alfie’s photography, you can 

take a look at his website. 

 

https://www.alfiestruckingphotos.co.uk/product-page/2022-

truck-calendar  

 

You can even purchase a 2022 calendar. 

 

Gingerbread Man Visit 

In Reception, the children were very surprised to see that the Gingerbread Man came to visit us after school. He even 

left us some ingredients to make our own Gingerbread men! The Gingerbread Man has been playing lots of tricks on 

us and even though we have made some wanted posters to help catch him, we haven't managed to catch him yet!  

http://www.shavingtonprimary.co.uk/107/news-1/post/37/the-gingerbread-man-visits-reception 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.alfiestruckingphotos.co.uk/product-page/2022-truck-calendar
https://www.alfiestruckingphotos.co.uk/product-page/2022-truck-calendar
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News from Wheelock Primary School 
 
Worm Charming at Wheelock 

On Thursday 30th September, Friends of Wheelock held their first after 
school event in a VERY long time (socially distanced into family groups 
and outside). The event was for reception and year 1 parents, and it 
was a fantastic success. It was a very wet day, but the rain managed 
to stop just in time, and to stay away for just long enough to ensure 
that the event could go ahead. 

Despite the uncertainty of the weather, the event was extremely well 
attended. There were some very well-prepared parents and a lot of 
thought had gone into some of the worm charming techniques. 
Believe it or not, the winning charmer had managed to charm an 
astounding 54 worms from the ground in half an hour! 
 

Cross country 

The sporting year got off to a flying start for Wheelock! 16 children from across key stage 2 took part in the first 

fixture in the school cross country league. All children showed true perseverance in the run and excellent 

sportsmanship in cheering on both each other and children from other schools to the end. We achieved some 

excellent results both individually with 3 girls placing in the top 5. These results, alongside a very strong collective 

team performance, mean that we currently sit at the top 

of the league! Brilliant! Our next fixture takes place next 

week with some following fixtures in the Spring and 

Summer terms. 

Aside from these 16 children, there were a huge number 

of children that took part in the trial sessions (about 60 

children across key stage 2) that showed amazing 

determination and should also be congratulated on their 

efforts.  

 

Well done team Wheelock!  

 

Mental Health Champions 

 

This year at Wheelock we have appointed a number of children as Mental 

Health Champions. These children applied for the position and have an 

important responsibility in school. They help teachers to support children 

across all year groups with their wellbeing. In order to do this, the children 

have been running Mental Health clubs every lunch time. The children plan 

these clubs and deliver them to children of all ages. These have been a huge 

success so far. Children have created Worry Monsters, taken part in 

‘emotion art’, played board games and even led sporting activities on the 

field. When they are not leading a club, they are visible on the playground 

to support, play with and help any children who need it. The Mental Health 

Champions also check our school Worry Box daily. They deal with any 

worries that they can and alert teachers if the worry needs an adult. We 

are extremely proud of our Mental Health Champions and look forward to 

seeing how they continue to succeed.  
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News from Wistaston Church Lane Academy 

Sale Sharks 

 

Sale Sharks have been in WCLA delivering their fantastic tag rugby sessions to children in year 1 and 3 this half-term. 

In addition, they have been delivering Healthy Eating sessions for our KS1 children. The feedback from staff has been 

positive, with children enjoying watching clips, discussing a balanced diet and sorting snacks into healthy and 

unhealthy choices. 

 

Y6 trip to Eden Camp 

 

As part of our World War 2 topic, Year 6 recently travelled to Eden Camp, a former wartime POW camp and base for 

our allies from overseas. The children spent the day visiting exhibition huts and learning lots about different aspects 

of the war including life on a submarine; different areas of operations across Africa and Europe; political leaders and 

their policies; life at home during the war and many other aspects of the period. We were also lucky enough to see 

a Sherman tank being moved into one of the huts for some repairs, leaving our children rubbing their eyes in 

disbelief.... or removing the cloud of dust from their eyes.   

We are so pleased with how the children behaved on the trip. They showed a great deal of enthusiasm, but also 

managed to also display the responsibility and love of learning we hope for from our Year 6 children. We can't wait 

for the next visit!  

                                                                                    
 
 
Year 4 residential to Whitemoor Lakes   
 
On Monday 27th September 2021 Year 4 embarked 
on their 3-day residential visit to Whitemoor Lakes 
Adventure Education Centre in Lichfield. The 
activities the children too part in were: climbing, 
high ropes, abseil and zip wire, challenge course, 
raft building, circus skills, animal magic, an indoor 
campfire (due to dreadful weather), orienteering 
and finally team games. The children thoroughly 
challenged themselves to become resilient and 
push themselves out of their comfort zone. It was a 
fantastic visit, and the timing was a great way of 
building cross class communication and for the 
teachers to get to know the children in a very 
different environment!  
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Collaborative news from The Learning for Life Partnership 

 
Well done to all the schools within the Learning for Life Partnership for keeping the “Harvest Festival” tradition alive 

and helping to collect items for local Foodbanks in the process. 

 

All pupils have been engaged in a “cross-school” project by staging the Harvest Festival this term which has seen 

them bring tins and packets of food supplies into school to share with communities through Foodbanks. The project 

stars with a Harvest assembly, when children are encouraged to bring a tin, packet or carton of food. After assembly, 

food gifts will be delivered to five different Foodbanks in Nantwich, Shavington, Congleton, Sandbach and Crewe. 

 

Laura Simms RE leader at Shavington Primary School said 

“The children at Shavington Primary school are all very 

excited to bring in their donations for the food bank. “We 

are delighted to be working with St Mark’s Church in 

Shavington to help provide food for St Paul Pantry in 

Crewe. “It has been a fantastic opportunity for the 

children to learn about food banks and how vital they are 

for the community”. 

 

James Bancroft, Principal at Wistaston Church Lane 

Academy added “if you are a parent or guardian of a child 

who attends one of our schools your support with this 

project would be much appreciated. “We know 

Foodbanks do a fantastic job in the community and we are 

so pleased to be able to focus on this forthcoming 

celebration and let the children see what a big difference they can make”. 

 

Alexia Stockton, from St Paul’s Centre in Crewe, said “it’s wonderful that Leighton Academy will be collecting for the 

foodbank” 

 

 


